
OPEN MEETING 

REGULAR MEETING 
UNITED LAGUNA WOODS MUTUAL LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

Monday, January 22, 2024 – 1:30 p.m.  
BOARD ROOM/VIRTUAL 
Laguna Woods Village 

24351 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 

Laguna Woods Village owners/residents are welcome to participate in all open committee 
meetings and submit comments or questions for virtual meetings using one of three options: 

1. Join in-person in the Community Center Board Room

2. Join the Zoom meeting at https://zoom.us/j/93131082872. Please raise your “Virtual Hand”
during the agenda item you wish to speak to.

• If you have a comment regarding a topic that is not on the agenda, please raise
your “Virtual Hand” during the “Member Comments” agenda item.

3. Via email to meeting@vmsinc.org any time before the meeting is scheduled and before the
agenda item you wish to speak to during the meeting. Please use the name United Mutual
Landscape Committee in the subject line of the email. Name and unit number must be
included.

FYI:  All landscaping rules and regulations may be found in the United Landscape Manual on the 
Village website:  https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-
Maintenance-Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227 

AGENDA 

1. Call Meeting to Order
2. Acknowledgment of Media
3. Approval of the Agenda
4. Approval of the Special Meeting Report for January 15, 2024
5. Remarks of the Chair
6. Department Head Update

a. Project Log
b. Water Use Comparison Graph
c. Tree Work Status Report

7. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda)

https://zoom.us/j/93131082872
file://grf-fs2/FS$/Committee%20AGENDAS/20%20Agendas/United/meeting@vmsinc.org
https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-Maintenance-Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227
https://www.lagunawoodsvillage.com/documents/view/United-Landscape-Maintenance-Manual-Updated-June-2020.pdf?v=1597776227


8. Response to Member Comments

Items for Discussion and Consideration 
9. 796-D Tree Removal
10. 397-D Tree Removal
11. 431-A Tree Removal
12. 84-H Tree Trimming
13. Bench Policy

Concluding Business 
14. Committee Member Comments
15. Date of Next Meeting – February 26, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.
16. Adjournment

Sue Quam, Chair 
Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 

Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 
Telephone: 949-268-2565 

*A quorum of the United Board, or more, may also be present at the meeting.



SPECIAL OPEN MEETING 

SPECIAL OPEN MEETING OF THE UNITED LAGUNA WOODS MUTUAL 
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

Monday, January 15, 2024 – 9:30 A.M. 
 BOARD ROOM/VIRTUAL MEETING 

Laguna Woods Village Community Center Board Room 
24351 El Toro Road 

REPORT 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair-Sue Quam, Anthony Liberatore, Georgiana 
Willis 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Maggie Blackwell, Alison Bok, Mickie Choi Hoe, Ellen Leonard, Kanami Otani 

ADVISORS PRESENT: Mary Sinclair, Ann Beltran, Dr. Robert Reyes, Ken Benson 

STAFF PRESENT: Kurt Wiemann, Megan Feliz 

1. Call to Order

Director Quam called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

2. Acknowledgment of Media

This meeting was streamed on Granicus. No other media was present.

3. Approval of the Agenda

Chair Quam made a motion to approve the report. The committee was in unanimous
support.

4. Approval of the Meeting Report for December 11, 2023

Chair Quam made a motion to approve the report. The committee was in unanimous
support.

5. Chair’s Remarks

Chair Quam thanked everyone for coming.  Gave a brief summary on the reason for today
Special Open Meeting.

6. Department Head Update

DRAFT
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Mr. Wiemann had no update, and will provide all his information during the discussion on the 
Urban Forest Management Plan.   

7. Member Comments

Topic included:
• Unit specific requests and complaints

8. Response to Member Comments

Mr. Wiemann and members of the committee responded to the member comments.

Items for Discussion and Consideration

9. Urban Forest Management Plan

Mr. Wiemann provided a presentation on the timeline of how the Urban Forest Management Plan
came to be. Residents and members asked questions. Discussion ensued on the plan. Director
Liberatore made a motion to accept the Urban Forest Management Plan. Chair Quam seconded.
The motion passed unanimously.

Concluding Business

10. Committee Member Comments

Various comments were made.

12. Date of Next Meeting – January 22, 2024 at 1:30 p.m.

13. Adjourned at 10:20 a.m.

______________________________ 
Sue Quam, Chair DRAFT
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*Estimated Irrigation Usage

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

*2022 Irrigation, CCF 7,538 18,834 23,385 26,717 31,943 35,233 27,121 27,898 21,126 17,279 8,286 1,077

2022 Residential, CCF 19,277 18,288 23,598 10,405 26,120 20,219 20,192 21,748 17,269 19,198 16,352 16,363

*2023 Irrigation, CCF 272 4,906 73 16,597 13,321 28,407 38,878 27,499 20,466 18,436 14,478

2023 Residential, CCF 16,171 12,933 16,548 14,375 23,983 15,451 24,669 18,066 22,186 17,890 18,234
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United Mutual - Water Consumption 
2022-2023 Trends
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Date Manor Description Tree Type Labor Hours Reason Decision Level
11/17/2023 370 Trim Sweet Shade 2 Full Trim Staff
11/22/2023 2004 Clearence Catalina Cherry 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
11/22/2023 2004 Clearence Scheflera 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
11/22/2023 2036 Removal Magnolia 4 In Decline, Deceased Staff
11/22/2023 201 Trim King palm 2 Full Trim Staff
11/22/2023 2183 Trim Tabebuia 2 Full Trim Staff
11/22/2023 2016 Removal Guava Tree 3 Resident Request Staff
11/22/2023 123 Removal Ficus Benjamina 5 In Decline, Deceased Staff
11/30/2023 884 Trim Silk Oak 6 Full Trim Staff
11/30/2023 853 Clearence Eugenia 1 Clearence in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 865 Hanger 2 King Palms 2 Hanger in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 312 Hanger Dracaena 1 Hanger in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 842 Clearence 2 Mulberry 4 Clearence in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 829 Clearence Chinese Pistache 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 820 Removal Liquid Ambar 4 In Decline, Deceased Staff
11/30/2023 807 Hanger Silk Oak 1 Hanger in Canopy Staff
11/30/2023 634 Clearence Brazilian Pepper 1 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 867 Clearence Carob Tree 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 600 Clearence Carrotwood 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 921 Clearence 2 Italian Cypress 4 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 96 Clearence 2 Aleppo pines 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 665 Clearence Chinese Elm 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff

12/1/2023 950 Clearence
Carolina Cherry and Brazilian 

Pepper 4 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 958 Clearence Brazilian Pepper 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 783 Clearence Pine Nirus Clears 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 698 Removal 2 Black Pittosporum 6 In Decline, Deceased Staff
12/1/2023 946 Clearence Glossy Privet 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 509 Hanger Canary Isand Pine 2 Hanger in Canopy Staff
12/1/2023 89 Hanger Liquid Ambar 2 Hanger in Canopy Staff
12/5/2023 2048 Trim 2 Phoenix Canariensis 20 Full Trim Staff
12/6/2023 600 Hanger Liquid Ambar 6 Hanger in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2072 Trim Phoenix Canariensis 10 Full Trim Staff
12/7/2023 2050 Clearence 3 Vibornun and Cherry 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff

12/7/2023 2050 Clearence Vibornun, 2 Cherry, 1 C. Myrtle 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff

12/7/2023 2050 Clearence
2 Cherry, C. Pepper, 

Carrotwood 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2092 Removal Carolina Cherry 2 In decline Staff
12/7/2023 2092 Clearence 3 Carrotwood 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2091 Clearence 2 Carrotwood 1 Cherry 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2091 Clearence 2 Cherry, 1 Dagger 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff

12/7/2023 2089 Clearence
Californa Pepper, 2 privet, 

loquat 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2089 Clearence 4 Privet 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2089 Clearence 3 Privet 1 loquat 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2088 Clearence 1 Cherry 3 Privet 3 Clearence in Canopy Staff
12/7/2023 2088 Clearence 4 Privet 2 Clearence in Canopy Staff

United Mutual Off Schedule tree Work

Agenda Item #6c
Page 1 of 1





STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 22, 2024 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: One Ficus Tree located at 796-C Via Los Altos 

RECOMMENDATION 
Approve the request for the removal of one Ficus tree located at 796-C Via Los Altos. 

BACKGROUND 
The requestor became a Member in September 2023, and is requesting the removal of one 
Ficus tree, Indian Laurel Fig, located in the turf area in front of the manor. 

The reasons cited for the tree removal request is sewer and plumbing intrusion in multiple units 
and structural damage to the sidewalk. There are five additional signatures on the Landscape 
Request Form in favor of the tree removal (Attachment 1). 

The tree was last pruned in May 2022. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 
2024; this tree species is on a two-year trimming cycle. Due to the large oversize canopy, the 
next trimming would require a crown reduction and thinning.  

The height of the tree is approximately 80 feet, with a trunk diameter of approximately 22 
inches. The tree is growing approximately 10 feet from the sidewalk (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 
At the time of the inspection, the tree was found to be in good health with a balanced canopy 
with no lean. There were no signs of pests or prior pest activity. There is evidence of lifted 
sidewalks remediation; the very noticeable surface roots are the probable cause.   

The Plumbing Department (914) was called out on two occasions in December 2023 regarding 
internal plumbing stoppages.  Lines were cleared and tree roots removed. This species of tree 
is notoriously linked to root intrusion into pipes. 

It is staff recommendation that the tree be removed. Given the size, location, and variety of the 
tree, it has become a trip hazard and is structural liability. Given the proximity to other trees, 
sidewalks, irrigation valves and underground pipes, this is not a viable location for a 
replacement tree per the UFMP. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost of the crown-reduce and to thin the tree is $1,250. The cost of removal would be 
$2,370. The estimated value of the tree is $9,830 based on the tree inventory data. 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 2 

Prepared By: John Cox, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Field Operations 

Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
Attachment 1:       Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:       Photographs 
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OCT 1 2 2023 

-=tANDSCAPE REQUEST FORM
U1guna Woods Village 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS FORM IS NOT INTENDED FOR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE REQUESTS 

For all non-routine requests, please fill out this form. Per the policy of your Mutual, if your 
request falls outside the scope of the managing agent's authority, it will be forwarded to the 
Mutual's Landscape Committee for review. If you are unsure whether your request falls into this 
category, first contact Resident Services at 597-4600 in order to make that determination. 

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED REQUEST FORM TO RESIDENT SERVICES. 

ResidenUOwner Information 
You must be an owner to request non-routine Landscape requests. 

Address Today's Date 

50!/ - )6/ 3i-/ 
1
7 

Resident's Name Telephone Number 

I Non-Routine Request 
Please checkmark the item that best describes your request. If none apply, please checkmark 
"Other" and explain . 

. llllTree Removal □ New Landscape □ Off-Schedule Trimming

□ Other (explain): ________________________ _

Reason for Request 
Please checkmark the item(s) that best explain the reason for your request. 

t:{ Structural Damage �· Sewer Damage l)(Overgrown □ Poor Condition
□ Litter/Debris □ Personal Preference
□ Other (explain): __________________________ _

GUIDELINES: 

• Structural/Sewer Damage: Damage to buildings, sidewalks, sewer pipes, or other facilities
may justify removal if corrective measures are not practical.

• Overgrown/Crowded: Trees or plants that have outgrown the available space may justify
removal.

• Damaged/Declining Health: Trees or plants that are declining in health will be evaluated for
corrective action before removal/replacement is considered.

• Litter and Debris: Because all trees shed litter seasonally, generally this is not an adequate
reason to justify removal. However, if granted, removal/replacement may be at the resident's
expense.

• Personal Preference: Because one does not like the appearance or other characteristics of
the tree or plant generally does not justify its removal. However, if granted,
removal/replacement is usually at the resident's expense.

Landscape/Forms/Request Forms 

Revised: January 2020 

Page 1 of 2 

OVER ➔ 

Attachment 1
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Description & Location of Request 
Please brieflv describe the situation and the exact location of the subject of the request (e.g., 
"roots of pine tree in front of manor XYZ are fitting the sidewalk']. Attach pictures as necessary. 
1 / aJ s 1Yee I Y) .ftrsn1 (,if {.-;{f/2 {l-Jtif ;; ?IS {(lt/'7-t Cir) • -· J �7

-fi11. IL(/mb1� ·: in bcr/Aroom \ 5;�& �/;CI/K CJ-z;rcf::_ "7tFJJJ i1.s
'.,/so clu, c/ lJ11c· 1 • ,Jilxrr� (lln/l B) bcrlh 11.w»1

Yt' '/)"h--,--ft ( 7/cczz.;lj)_ r; e V --Iv ({ �/1,r--,-: cYc er {.i h cheA)
natures of All N i hbors Af ected B This Re uest 

Because your request may affect one or more of your neighbors, ii is imperative that you obtain 
their signatures, manor numbers, and whether they are for, undecided, or against this request. 

Signature Manor# For Undecided Against 

(Please attach a separate sheet if more signatures are necessary.) 

Acknowledgement - Owner 

Owner's Name 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

MOVE-IN DATE: ______ _ DATE: ______ _ INITIALS: ____ _ 

530 540 570 LAST PRUNED: ______ _ 

RELANDSCAPED: ______ _ NEXT TIME: 

TREE SPECIES: ______________ _ 

COMMENTS: _____________________________ _ 

TREE VALUE: ______ _ TREE REMOVAL COST: ______ _ 

Page 2 of 2 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 3 

Attachment 2 

Agenda Item #9
Page 9 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 4 

Agenda Item #9
Page 10 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 5 

Agenda Item #9
Page 11 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 6 

Agenda Item #9
Page 12 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 7 

Agenda Item #9
Page 13 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 8 

Agenda Item #9
Page 14 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 9 

Agenda Item #9
Page 15 of 16



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 10 

Agenda Item #9
Page 16 of 16



STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 22, 2024 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: One Magnolia Tree located at 397-D Avenida 

Castilla 

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the removal of one Magnolia tree located at 397-D Avenida Castilla. 

BACKGROUND 
The requestor became a Member in September 2021, and is requesting the removal of one 
Magnolia tree, Magnolia Grandiflora, located in the planter area at the side of the manor. 

The reasons cited for the tree removal request is root intrusion and structural damage to the 
plumbing. There are two additional signatures on the Landscape Request Form in favor of the 
tree removal (Attachment 1). 

Upon inspection, the tree was found to be in good condition. The tree was last pruned in 
August 2022, future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 2027. This tree species is 
on a five-year trimming cycle.   

The height of the tree is approximately 40 feet, with a trunk diameter of approximately 12 
inches. The tree is growing approximately 10 feet from the Manor (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 
At the time of the inspection, the tree was found to be in good health with a balanced canopy 
with no lean. There were no signs of pests or prior pest activity. No noticeable surface roots 
leading to the manor.  

The Plumbing Department was called out in March of 2023 for a multi-fixture stoppage; no 
stoppage in main line was found. Plumbers were out again in December 2023, (after this 
request) to inspect the sewer line; pipes were inspected by camera and no tree roots were 
observed. The adjacent unit 397-A was inspected as well without root issue. 

It is the recommendation of staff that the tree removal request be denied. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost to the tree is $250. The cost of removal would be $828. The estimated value of the 
tree is $4,890 based on the tree inventory data. 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 2 
Prepared By: John Cox, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Field Operations 

Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
Attachment 1:       Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:       Photographs 

Agenda Item #10
Page 2 of 7



Attachment 1

Agenda Item #10
Page 3 of 7



Agenda Item #10
Page 4 of 7



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
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Attachment 2 
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 22, 2024 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: One Crape Myrtle Tree located at 431-A Avenida 
Sevilla 

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the removal of one Crape Myrtle tree located at 431-A Avenida Sevilla. 

BACKGROUND 
The requestor became a Member in March 2019, and is requesting the removal of one Crape 
Myrtle tree, Lagerstromia Indica, located in the planter area at the front of the manor. 

The reasons cited for the tree removal request are concerns about having to sweep the leaf 
drop and her husband’s current condition of Parkinson’s disease and how that may be related 
to his health. There are no additional signatures on the Landscape Request Form in favor of 
the tree removal (Attachment 1). 

Crepe Myrtle is a deciduous tree, meaning it sheds its leaves annually. It was last pruned in 
August 2022; future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 2027. This species is on a 
five-year trimming cycle.   

The height of the tree is approximately 20 feet, with a trunk diameter of approximately 10 
inches. The tree is growing approximately 5 feet from the Manor (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 
At the time of the inspection, the tree was found to be in good health with a balanced canopy 
with no lean. There were no signs of pests or prior pest activity. No noticeable surface roots 
leading to the manor.  

It is staff recommendation that the tree removal request be denied.  Per Resolution 01-13-17, 
tree litter is a reason for removal.  

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost to trim the tree is $156. The cost of removal would be $690. The estimated value of 
the tree is $1,3800 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By: John Cox, Landscape Manager 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Landscape Committee 
January 22, 2024 
Page 2 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Field Operations 

Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
Attachment 1:       Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:       Photographs 
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Attachment 2 
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 22, 2024 
FOR: Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Off-Schedule Tree Trimming Request: One Sycamore Tree located at 
common parking stalls of Building 81  

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the off-schedule tree trimming of one Sycamore tree located at Building 
81 near common parking area.  

BACKGROUND 
The requestor became a Member in October 2018, and is requesting the off-schedule trimming 
of one Sycamore tree, Platanus Racemosa, located in the turf area near the common parking 
area of building 81. 

The reasons cited for the off-schedule request is the tree is extending over a common parking 
spot. The resident states that the spot is a target of bird defecation. There are six additional 
signatures on the Landscape Request Form in favor of the off-schedule trimming (Attachment 
1). 

The tree was last pruned in October 2021. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal 
year 2025. This tree species is on a four-year trimming cycle. 

The height of the tree is approximately 80 feet, with a trunk diameter of approximately 22 
inches. The tree is growing approximately 10 feet from the sidewalk (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 
At the time of the inspection, the tree was found to be in good health with a balanced canopy 
and no lean. There were no signs of pests or prior pest activity. There were no noticeable 
surface roots and the trunk has a favorable flare.   

At this time staff is not of the opinion that the tree needs to be trimmed.  Bird defecation is not 
a reason for trimming request, and the branches are not directly over any parking spots.  

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The off-schedule cost to trim the tree is $750. The cost of removal would be $1,518. The 
estimated value of the tree is $9,830 based on the tree inventory data. 
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Prepared By: John Cox, Landscape Manager 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Field Operations 

Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
Attachment 1:       Mutual Landscape Request Form 
Attachment 2:       Photographs 
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STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 22, 2024 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Bench Policy 

RECOMMENDATION 
Approve an updated bench policy for United Mutual. 

BACKGROUND 
United Mutual passed Resolution 01-12-34 on February 14, 2012 (Attachment 1).  This 
resolution provides direction on the style of bench, materials, and attachment requirements. 

DISCUSSION 
Staff has been directed by the United Landscape Committee to develop a policy regarding the 
placement of benches within United Mutual. The existing bench policy, Resolution 01-12-34, 
states the type of bench, color, and model of bench, it does not address location, placement, 
adjacent surfaces or other safety considerations.  

In the past, benches installed in United were either installed as part of a landscape upgrade or 
as a donation. Regardless of the source of the funding for the benches, or the design and 
appearance of the bench, safety of the residents should be the guiding factor in all bench 
installations. Staff recommends establishing base criteria for bench locations to ensure safe 
and comfortable usage of the benches 

There is no bench specification for outdoor benches in the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), but there are published guidelines from the US Access Board. The recommendations 
are: 

• Benches should have a seat height of 17" to 19" above ground or floor space.
• Clear "firm and stable" ground space adjacent to benches should be included and

should be a minimum of 30" x 48".
• Seat backs should be provided that extend the full length of the seat.
• Benches should include armrests.

The following recommended guidelines are for benches located within United Mutual and not 
intended for use as bus benches on fixed bus routes; those benches fall under the jurisdiction 
of GRF. 

All benches should be firmly mounted to concrete to keep them stable should someone lean 
on the back. This can be accomplished by bolting directly to a walkway or to foundations 
placed below grade, per the manufacturer’s recommendations. All benches should be located 
on unobstructed, weather resistant, firm, and stable ground. All benches shall have arm rests 
to assist those with disabilities.  
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For benches located on paved walkways, the bench should be placed behind the back of the 
sidewalk. In locations where this is not possible, there should be at least four feet of clear 
space in front of the bench to allow for pedestrian traffic while someone is seated on the bench 
and thirty inches on at least one side to permit a wheelchair to sit aside the bench (Attachment 
2). 

In unpaved areas, such as passive parks and landscaped areas, benches shall be placed 
where there is clear access to the bench on unobstructed, weather resistant, firm, and stable 
ground from a paved walkway (Attachment 3). If there is more than one bench in a given area, 
at least one shall be accessible by wheelchairs.   

Benches should be located in shady locations when possible, with a clear line of sight in both 
directions for safety and to assist those waiting for a ride or bus.  

To ensure uniformity throughout the Mutual, staff suggest using Heritage Bench style made of 
recycled plastic slats in cedar color and a heavy-duty cast aluminum frame, powder coated in 
black for all benches. This style bench is available through various manufacturers, which help 
keep costs down. The average price for a 6-foot bench is $1,200.  

Requests for benches, whether to be funded by the Mutual or by donation, shall be 
accomplished through the Landscape Request Form process. As with other requests, staff 
would meet with the requestor, ascertain the need and possible locations and prepare a 
recommendation for consideration by the Landscape Committee. Given the number of factors, 
actual locations shall be decided on a case-by-case basis by the Committee. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost of these benches average $1,200.  The installation cost will vary by location. 

Prepared By: Megan Feliz, Department Administrative Assistant 

Reviewed By: Kurt Wiemann, Director of Field Operations 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
Attachment 1:  Resolution 01-12-34 
Attachment 2:  Paved Bench Diagram 
Attachment 3:    Unpaved Bench Diagram 
Attachment 4:    Proposed Resolution 01-24-XX 
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Attachment 1 
RESOLUTION 01-12-34 

Bench Policy 

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 01-10-225, the Board of Directors of this Corporation 
approved the Heritage Bench style made of recycled plastic slats and a heavy-duty cast 
aluminum frame in green for use exclusively for all Water Wise Gardens (aka Gathering 
Gardens), and the seat height of the bench shall be at least 18”; and for all other areas the 
standard style and color for benches donated to the Mutual or purchased by the Mutual shall 
be the thermoplastic coated metal mesh benches in dark green; and  

WHEREAS, the Landscape Committee recommended that because of its more desirable 
qualities in providing attractiveness and comfort, and to provide uniformity within the property 
owned by the Mutual; that the Heritage Bench style should be the standard bench style in the 
following all applications:  

• Gathering Gardens and landscaped areas
• benches donated to the Mutual and;
• benches purchased by the Mutual with the exception of benches along the street that

shall be the thermoplastic coated metal mesh; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, February 14, 2012, that the Board of Directors hereby 
approves the Heritage Bench style made of recycled plastic slats and a heavy-duty cast 
aluminum frame in green for all benches within United Mutual with the exception of benches 
along the street that shall be the thermoplastic coated metal mesh; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the seat height of benches shall be at least 18” and the seat shall 
be between 2 and 10 degrees off of horizontal and there should be a 95-105-degree angle 
between the seat and the back; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that such benches shall be installed on either a concrete pad (if along 
sidewalk) or on concrete anchors in the grass or other areas (if the location is not along 
sidewalk); and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that for benches donated to the Mutual the cost to purchase and 
install the bench shall be borne by the donor; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Resolution 01-10-225, adopted October 22, 2010 is hereby 
superseded and cancelled; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers and agents of this Corporation are hereby authorized 
on behalf of the Corporation to carry out the purpose of this resolution. 
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Attachment 4 
RESOLUTION 01-24-XX 

Bench Policy 

WHEREAS, Resolution 01-12-34 adopted February 14, 2012 states the type of bench, color, 
and model of bench; and 

WHEREAS, the landscape committee recognizes it does not address location, placement, 
adjacent surfaces or other safety considerations; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, [Date], that the Board of Directors of this Corporation 
introduces the revised Bench Policy which gives guidance and direction on the type of bench, 
color, and model of bench, request procedure, placement, and safety considerations; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, Heritage Bench style made of recycled plastic slats in cedar color and 
a heavy-duty cast aluminum frame, powder coated in black for all benches. Benches should 
have the following requirements: 

• Benches should have a seat height of 17" to 19" above ground or floor space.
• Clear "firm and stable" ground space adjacent to benches should be included and

should be a minimum of 30" x 48".
• Seat backs should be provided that extend the full length of the seat.
• Benches should include armrests; and

RESOLVED FURTHER, for benches located on paved walkways, the bench should be placed 
behind the back of the sidewalk. In locations where this is not possible, there should be at least 
four feet of clear space in front of the bench to allow for pedestrian traffic while someone is 
seated on the bench and thirty inches on at least one side to permit a wheelchair to sit aside 
the bench; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, in unpaved areas, such as passive parks and landscaped areas, 
benches shall be placed where there is clear access to the bench on unobstructed, weather 
resistant, firm, and stable ground from a paved walkway. If there is more than one bench in a 
given area, at least one shall be accessible by wheelchairs; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, seating areas should be shaded, if possible and benches should be 
anchored to prevent unauthorized movement or theft; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, no benches can be donated as a memorial and no plaque maybe 
placed on them; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, requests for benches, whether to be funded by the Mutual or by 
donation, shall be accomplished through the Landscape Request Form process. As with other 
requests, staff would meet with the requestor, ascertain the need and possible locations and 
prepare a recommendation for consideration by the Landscape Committee; and  

RESOLVED FURTHER, that Resolution 01-12-34, adopted February 14, 2012 is hereby 
superseded and cancelled; and  
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers and agents of this Corporation are hereby authorized 
on behalf of the Corporation to carry out the purpose of this resolution. 
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